MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 


be resident in smajl numbers in the 
neighbourhood of Chennai city, Tamil Nadu and 
in the Rishi Valley area (Chittoor district, Andhra 
Pradesh). ] have also seen a nest and a juvenile 
in the Peechi-Vazhani Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Trichur district, Kerala. I present the details 
below. 

In Chennai, I have 12 records of the bird 
in the Guindy National Park and Theosophical 
Society estate during June-August (1984-1990). 
Usually single birds were noticed. Juvenile birds 
with spotted plumage were seen on at least two 
occasions — on July 29, 1984 and July 3, 1990 
at the Guindy Park. On the latter occasion, an 
adult bird was also seen. 

In Rishi Valley (c. 700 m), I have more 
than 20 records of the bird in June-August, when 
more than one bird was present on at least six 
occasions during these months. Juvenile birds 


were seen in July-August 1999 and in June-July 
2000. 

At the Peechi-Vazhani Wildlife Sanctuary 
(c. 100 m), a nest was seen on March 2, 1993, 
atop a dead tree at c.17 m inside a hollow. On 
August 26, 1991, I had seen a juvenile with spots 
at Mannuthy close to the Sanctuary. 

These records show that the Asian brown 
flycatcher may nest in suitable localities in small 
numbers in peninsular India, and more 
information can be collected by birdwatchers by 
careful observations. 


March 23, 2001 V. SANTHARAM 
Institute of Bird Studies & Natural History, 
Rishi Valley Education Centre, 

Rishi Valley 517 352, 

Chittoor district, Andhra Pradesh, 

India. 
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32. CRIMSON SUNBIRD AETHOPYGA SIPARAJA SEHERIAE IN MADHYA PRADESH 


The crimson sunbird Aethopyga siparaja 
appears to have a patchy distribution in the Indian 
subcontinent. The subspecies seheriae, according 
to the HANDBOOK (Ali and Ripley 1987) and the 
synopsis (Ripley 1982), is a common resident 
from Kangra east to Sikkim (Himalayan foothills, 
subject to vertical movements) and thence south 
to the piains of eastern Bihar, north Bengal, Uttar 
Pradesh, hills of northeastern Peninsula and 
Orissa. The southernmost record for this 
subspecies is Balaghat in Madhya Pradesh. 

The record of Aethopyga siparaja seheriae 
for Madhya Pradesh (Balaghat) is based on a 
single male specimen shot by D’Abreu at 
Laugher Ghat (c. 589 m) in the Balaghat district 
on April 1, 1913 (D’Abreu 1913). Since then, 


nobody has reported this bird from Madhya 
Pradesh. 

| have been staying in the buffer zone 
(village Mocha) of Kanha National Park (22° 
17' N, 80° 30° E) since November 1986 and my 
first sighting of this bird was in February 1992. 
It was a male (easily identifiable), hopping busily 
about the fire bush Woodfordia fruticosa, which 
was in full bloom. I was quite surprised to see 
this bird here, as there were no previous records 
of the species from around Kanha. Within a few 
days of my first sighting the male, I saw a female 
of this species which was not very difficult to 
distinguish from the female purple sunbird 
Nectarinia asiatica, that happens to be the only 
other resident sunbird species. 
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Though Laugher Ghat in Balaghat district 
is not very far from where I saw the crimson 
sunbird pair, | thought this was another case of 
strayed birds as there were no subsequent records 
from Madhya Pradesh after 1913. I observed this 
pair for a month or so in the early morning hours, 
mainly around Woodfordia fruticosa shrubs, the 
flowers of which were heavily laden with nectar. 
The Woodfordia shrubs stopped flowering by 
March end, and the sunbirds too disappeared. 
To my surprise, a male crimson sunbird returned 
to my garden in February 1993, which coincided 
with the flowering of Woodfordia fruticosa. The 
bird disappeared in March. Since then, a male 
crimson sunbird has been visiting my garden 
almost every year, arriving in February and 
leaving around the last week of March or April. 
In 1995, a male arrived in the last week of 
January and stayed on till the end of March. I 
have never seen a female of this bird since 
February 1992. | am not sure whether the male, 
which has been arriving here is the same 
individual or not. In February 1999, once again 
a single male arrived and was going about its 


business as usual. What surprised me was that 
the bird did not return after the Woodfordia 
fruticosa stopped flowering. The bird was seen 
all through the hot summer months the last 
sighting being on June 4. The bird was not seen 
throughout the day, but was seen every evening 
returning to roost on a small mango tree near 
my house. 

The regular sighting of this bird around 
Kanha (in winter months) definitely proves that 
the bird winters here and probably stays till 
mid-summer before returning to the foothills of 
the Himalaya where it breeds. Another point is 
that perhaps it visits more areas in eastern 
Madhya Pradesh and the range of the bird 
definitely includes parts of the state other than 
the one single spot as recorded by D’ Abreu in 
[oie 
October 16, 2000 E.P. ERIC D?CUNHA 
Kanha National Park, 

Village Mocha, 

P.O. Kisli 481 768, 
Dist. Mandla, Madhya Pradesh, India. 
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33. INCUBATION PERIOD OF CRIMSON SUNBIRD AETHOPYGA SIPARAJA 


The crimson sunbird Aethopyga siparaja 
IS a resident and fairly common bird in Konkan, 
Maharashtra. We see this brilliantly coloured 
sunbird in its restless flight in gardens, groves 
and dense forest regularly. According to Ali and 
Ripley (1999), the nesting period of this bird is 
April to July, but we have seen a female of this 
species building a nest on August 12, 2000 in 
Chiplun, Ratnagiri district, Maharashtra. The 
nest was built just outside a house wall in an 
urban area. 
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The pendant nest was entangled to a coir 
string, which was tied to a rafter of the house, 
96 cm above the ground. This pear-shaped nest 
was 13 cm long, 7.5 cm wide and with an 8 cm 
awning over the entrance. The entrance was 
3.5 cm in diameter. 

We observed the nesi a couple of times 
every day. On August 21 at 0700 hrs, there was 
only one egg in the nest. Two more eggs were 
added to the nest in the next two days. The female 
started incubation only after the third egg was 
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